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SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


According to the annual survey of beehive-coke plants by the Bureau of 
Mines, United States Department of the Interior, there were 61 plants with 
9,549 ovens in the United States on December 31, 1956. This publication in- 
cludes only those for which an annual report was filed with the Bureau of 
Mines. Not all plants listed were active, however, as nearly one-third of 
those canvassed were idle all year. A compilation of the returns showed that 
44 plants with 6,920 ovens were active part or all year and 17 plants with 
2,629 ovens were idle throughout the year. 


The capacity of beehive ovens has fluctuated between 6 and 14 million 
tons during the past decade. At the end of 1956, the annual coke capacity of 
beehive ovens on which reports were received amounted to 5.8 million tons. As 
noted in table 2, however, not all of this capacity was in operating condition, 
as 2,093 ovens with a capacity of 1.2 million tons were not operable on 
December 31, 1956. 


Beehive ovens can be shut down and started periodically with minimum dam- 
age to oven brickwork or refractory material. For this reason they have served 
as marginal producers of coke since the end of World War I. In the depression 
years of the 1930's the number of beehive ovens dropped to 10,816. The demand 
for blast-furnace coke in the years preceding the United States entry into 
World War II made it necessary to rehabilitate many ovens that had been idle 
for many years; by the end of 1941, 18,669 ovens were available for producing 
metallurgical coke. The number remained approximately the same during the war 
years but dropped to 12,179 at the end of 1945. Increased demand for coke 
during the Korean War made it necessary again to press into service a substan- 
tial number of idle beehive ovens. In 1951 the number of ovens rose to 20,458, 
with an annual coke capacity of 13.9 million tons. Since that year, however, 
steel companies have constructed slot-type coke ovens to support expansions in 
blast-furnace facilities, and demand for beehive coke has diminished, resulting 
in a decline in number and capacity of beehive ovens. 


Approximately 84 percent of the beehive ovens available for producing 
coke at the end of 1956 were mechanically equipped to withdraw the coke. At 
small plants bulldozers equipped with rams, which are inserted through the 
oven door, are used to extract the coke. At larger plants Covington machines, 
which have been used for many years in the beehive-coke regions, are used. 
These machines run on tracks laid in the yard and consist of two parts - a 
coke drawer, called an extractor, to remove the coke from the oven; and a 
loader, which loads this coke into railroad cars or trucks. 
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TABLE l. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
to the Bureau of Mines in 1956 


Number and type 


of ovens, , Annual 
available= coke 
Name and address Name or location capacity 
of compan of plant drawn drawn |(net tons 
KENT UCKY 
Hellier Coal & Coke Co. ....| Hellier 193 - 120,000 
P. O. Box 80 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
PENNSYLVANIA FAYETTE COUNTY 
Emerald Coal & Coke Co. ....| Alicia #1 400 - 308 , 500 
1914 Grant Bldg. Allison 395 ~ 306 ,500 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
United States Steel Corp. .. | Collier 389 - 198,200 
525 William Penn Pl, 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Bortz Coal Co. ....eseeseee- | Daugherty, Sapper, 394 26 311,100 
Union Trust Bldg. Stambaugh, and 
Uniontown, Pa. Central 
J. & G. Coke Co. ....022-00. | Davidson 34 - 22,500 


621 Snyder St. 
Connellsville, Pa. 
Bridgeview Coal Co. .....-..-| Donald #2 240 - 125 ,000 
97 East Main St. 
Uniontown, Pa. 


Phillips Coal & Coke Co. ...]| Fairbank 60 - 42 ,000 
24 Clark St. 
Uniontown, Pa. 

National Mines Corp. .......| Isabella 136 - 120,000 
Weirton, W. Va. 

Lindsey Coal Co. .....e.eeee- | Jimtown 20 - 8 , 400 


602 Johnson Ave. 
Connellsville, Pa. 

Ruane Coal & Coke Co. ......| Laughead 60 - 50,000 
P. O. Box 485 
Fairchance, Pa. 

United States Steel Corp. ..| Leisenring #2 500 - 267,000 
525 William Penn Pl. 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 

Eberly Coal & Coke Co. .....]| Oliver #2 214 16 120,000 
208 Union Trust Bldg. 
Uniontown, Pa. 

See footnote at end of table. 
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TABLE 1. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
: to the Bureau of Mines in 1956 (Con. 


Number and type 


of ovens Annual 
available coke 
Name and address Name or location capacity 
of compan of plant drawn drawn] (net tons 
PENNSYLVANIA (Con. ) FAYETTE COUNTY (Con. ) 
United States Steel Corp. ..| Phillips 354 = 237,300 


525 William Penn Pl. 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Leckrone Coal & Coke Co. ...| Puritan #1 & 2 114 - 70,000 
R. D. #1 - Box 16 
McClellandtown, Pa. 
Pennsylvania Coal Co. ......| Hoover #1 & 2 120 78 156,000 
305 Union Trust Bldg. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Fayette Fuel Co. .......e-.-. | Redstone 143 ° 80,000 
P. O. Box 472 
Uniontown, Pa. 
John J. Bobak ...........+..| Searights - 55 30,600 
P. O. Box 752 
Uniontown, Pa. 
J. H. Hillman & Sons Co. ...| Tower Hill #2 254 - 209 ,500 
1914 Grant Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
Ruane Coal & Coke Co. ......| Wynn 170 - 125 ,000 
P. O. Box 485 
Fairchance, Pa. 
GREENE COUNTY 
J. H. Hillman & Sons Co. ...{| Poland 102 - 74,300 
1914 Grant Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
INDIANA COUNTY 
Yanity Bros. Coal Co. ......| Coral - 155 93 ,000 
Indiana, Pa. 
Rochester & Pittsburgh 
Coal Co. ..cccoscccccccesee| Ernest and Coral 379 - 233 ,000 
655 Church St. 
Indiana, Pa. 
Smith-Byrne Co., Inc. ......| Graceton 125 - 60,000 
P. O. Box 106 
Graceton, Pa. 
Lucerne Coke Co. .....e...--| Lucerne 264 ~ 200 ,000 
655 Church St, 
Indiana, Pa. 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
King Coal & Coke Co. .......]| Arona 35 - 17,500 
Brennen Bldg. 


| Scottdale, Pa. 
| See footnote at end of table. 
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TABLE 1. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
to the Bureau of Mines in 1956 (Con. 


Number and type 


of ovens / Annual 
avai lable* coke 
Name and address Name or location capacity 
of compan of plant drawn drawn} (net tons 
PENNSYLVANIA (Con. ) WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
Con. 
Eagle Coal Co. ...eeeeeeeee-| Atlantic #2 120 = 55,000 
121 North Main St. 
Greensburg, Pa. 
Stewart Coal & Coke Co. ....| Beatty #2 and 280 ° 168 ,000 
148 North Main St. Whitney 
Greensburg, Pa. 
C. W. Dillon .....cceeceeees| Calumet - 110 72 ,000 
Calumet, Pa. 
Scottdale-Connellsville 
Coal & Coke Co. ........5.-| Carpentertown 310 - 175 ,000 


300 Mulberry St. 
Scottdale, Pa. 
Beatty Coal Co. ....ceeeseee| Duquesne = 30 15,000 
First National Office Bldg 
Latrobe, Pa. 


Humphrey-Connellsville 
Coke Co. ..cccccccccceeeeee| Humphrey 145 = 70,000 
Hunkers, Pa. 
Jamison Coal & Coke Co. ....| Jamison #2 400 ~ 272 ,000 
P. 0. Box 500 
Library, Pa. 
Mammoth Coal & Coke Co. ....| Mammoth #1 105 24 72 ,400 
Mammoth, Pa. 
King Bros. Coal & Coke Co. .| Marguerite 217 - 120 ,000 


Brennen Bldg. 
Scottdale, Pa. 
George K. Brennen .........-| Myers - 38 8 ,300 
207 Brennen Bldg. 
Scottdale, Pa. 


John Harhat ...ccccccescecee| Peanut - 17 10,200 
R. D. #1 
Mount Pleasant, Pa. 

Eagle Coal Co. ..cscecseeeeee| Salem 221 - 100 , 000 


121 North Main St. 
Greensburg, Pa. 
Carpentertown Coal & Coke 
CO, 20000ss0eeesseseeecse ss | Standard 277 - 182 ,000 
1100 Union Trust Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
Hacker tty & Coke Co. .....| Trauger - 32 12 ,000 


Latrobe, Pa. 
See footnote at end of table. 
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TABLE 1. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 


to the Bureau of Mines in 1956 (Con. ) 


Name and address 
of company 
PENNSYLVANIA (Con. 


Kara Coal & Coke Co. ...cce. 
R. D. #5 - Box 84 
Greensburg, Pa. 

United Coke Co. ..cccccccces 
701 Loucks Ave. 

Scottdale, Pa. 

Hepler Coal & Coke Co. ..... 
P. O. Box 95 
Madison, Pa. 

King Coal & Coke Co. ...eoe. 
Brennen Bldg. 

Scottdale, Pa. 


UTAH 

Raiser Steel Corp. ..ccceoes 
1924 Broadway 
Oakland 12, Calif. 

VIRGINIA 

Wise Coal & Coke Co. ...ceoe- 
Dorchester, Va. 

Christie Coal & Coke Co. ... 
P. O. Box 409 
Norton, Va. 

Norton Coal Co. ..cccccccccs 
at Mercantile Library 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

WEST VIRGINIA ~ 

Allied Chemical & Dye Corp.. 
4O Rector St. 
New York 6, N. Y. 

Preston County Coke Co. .... 
Cascade, W. Va. 

Donegan Coal & Coke Co. .... 
P. O. Box 31 
Richwood, W. Va. 

Allied Chemical & Dye Corp.. 
40 Rector St. 
New York 6, N. Y. 

Royalty Smokeless Coal Co. . 
Clifftop, W. Va. 

Total @#e2@0e26808088000080 8086 


1/ Includes ovens reported in existence Dec. 31, 


Name or location 


Trauger 


United 


Whyel 


do. 


Sunnyside 


Dorchester 


Esserville 


Norton 


Carbondale 


Cascade 


Fenwick 


Harewood 


Sewell 


Number and type 
of ovens / Annual 
avai lable coke 


drawn drawn |(net tons 
18 ,000 
21,000 


21,600 


17,500 


120,000 


140,000 


30,000 


40,000 


52,000 


100 ,000 


24,000 
88 ,000 


50,000 
7,883 [1,445 {5,639,400 


956, whether idle or active. 


Does not include ovens known to have produced coke for which no reports 
were submitted by the operators. 
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